DEC. 25]                        CHRISTMAS DAY

cioss.    Let us learn charity from the ardour of his divine love.    Let us
learn a contempt of the world and its perishable goods from the extreme
poverty which Christ made his voluntary choice.   Let not the spirit and
maxims of the world reign any longer in our hearts, since Christ has shown
us such powerful motives, and presented us such sovereign remedies against
them.   Have we not hitherto been idolaters of ourselves by pride, idolaters
of the world by vanity and avarice, and idolaters of our flesh by living
enslaved to our senses?   These idols we renounce at baptism;  but have
we not lived in a perfidious violation of these vows?    Unless we now
sincerely renew these engagements, and banish these idols out of our
affections, Jesus can never be spiritually born in our souls, and we can
never inherit his spirit, which was the end of his carnal nativity.   He is
meek, and the king of peace, the lover of purity and of chaste affections,
and the avowed enemy to every spirit of pride, hatred, and revenge.   We
must earnestly invite and entreat him who vehemently desires to be born
in our hearts, that he prepare our souls to receive him by his graces, that
he cleanse them by his mercy, and by inspiring us with sincere com-
punction, that he banish every inordinate passion, fill us with his holy
spirit, and by it reign in all our affections, thoughts, and actions; that as
by his nativity he is become all ours, so we may be altogether his.   Without
this condition we frustrate in ourselves the end of his coming; he is not
born for us, unless by his spirit he be born in us.   Let us conjure him by
the infinite love with which he came for this very purpose, that he suffer
us not wretchedly to defeat this his mercy.   For this happiness we ought
ardently to repeat that petition which he himself has put into our mouths,
" Thy kingdom corne."

The custom of one priest celebrating several masses on the same day
prevailed in many places on great festivals.1 Prudentius, in his twelfth
hymn, " On the Crowns of Martyrs,*' mentions that on the feast of
SS. Peter and Paul, the 29th of June, the pope said mass first at the
Vatican, and afterwards in the Church of St Paul without the city. The
popes on Christmas-day formerly said three masses, the first In the Liberian
basilica, the second in the Church of St Anastasia, the third in the Vatican,
as Benedict XIV proves from ancient Roman orders or missals. St Gregory
the Great speaks of saying three masses on this day.2 This custom of the
popes was universally imitated and is everywhere retained, though not of
precept. Pouget3 says, that these three masses are celebrated to honour
the triple birth of Christ; the first, by which he proceeds from his Father
before all ages; the second, from the Blessed Virgin Mary; and the third,
by which he is spiritually born in our souls by faith and charity. That
Christ was born on the 25th of December, Pope Benedict XIV proves by

1 See Bona Rer. Liturg, lib. i. c. iS, n. 6; Joseph   Vfcecomes, De astiqms mats* rfiitma,
fib, iii. c. 28, &c.

* St Greg. Horn. viii. in Evang.                         * Instit. Catbol. 1.i. p. 8x4.